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JUSTIFICATION  FOR  A  COURSE  IN  REMEDIAL  READING  AND 
COMPREHENSION  AT  THE  US  ARM!  CHAPLAIN  SCHOOL 

Anions?  children  tested  by  the  psychiatric  clinic  of  the  Children's 
Court  in  the  city  of  New  York,  seventy-six  ner  eent  we^-e  fonn^  to  be 
two  or  more  years  retarded  in  reading.  Ho-e  than  ^alf  of  the  children 
tested  were  five  years  or  more  retarded.  These  testing  may  not  orove 
that  the  causes  of  deliouency  a^-e  connected  to  a  child  not  Reiner  able 
to  read  ^ell  but  it  does  show  that  there  is  a  strong  tendencv  for  the 
two  to  po  hand  in  vand.  Let  us  say  that  even  if  a  ooor  reader  does 
avoid  deliouency  at  sometime  in  his  life  he  will  suffer  the  frustrations 
of  yea-'-s  of  unsuccessful  effort  and  invidious  comoarsiors  vith  others 
who  are  excellent  readers  and  tv-is  in  itself  may  be  a  factor  which  will 
interfere  with  a  normal,  ha^ry  life. 

It  is  not  easy  for  most  of  us  to  draw  inrol icat^'  ons  from  the  above 
statements  so  let ; us  carry  the  matter  a  little  farther.  Dtirins?  Torld 
War  II  thousands  of  men  drafted  as  soldiers  were  unable  to  meet  the 
Army's  minimum  literacy  standard,  which  "as  olaced  at  o^ly  the  fourth 
emde  level.  To  reduce  this  tremendous  waste  of  manoo^er  the  armed 
forces  created  special  training  units  in  which  t^onsands  of  illiter- 
ate draftees  we^e  tanrht  within  an  eighteen  ™ee''  period  to  read,  write 
=nJ  do  simnle  arithmetic.  This  was  ^one  hecause  the  ill  iterate  soldier 
was  as  us! ess  to  the  Army  as  one  ,tVo  T-Tas  blind,  deaf  or  orionled. 

Today  our  schools  anJ  colleges  are  realising  the  need  for  corses 
in  remedial  reading  for  they  recognise  that  students  cannot  do  the 
orooer  amount  of  reading  reo^i^d  of  t^em.  The  emphasis  in  the  old 
days  of  Colonial  America  was  on  learning  to  read.  We  later  be^-an 
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to  rlace  the  emnhasis  on  readine  to  learn.  Whichever  comes  fi->*st  our 
institutions  of  lea-mine  are  awakening  to  t^e  fact  that  many  of  t  elr 
students  do  not  read  "ell  ©though  at  all.  Whme  formally  in  our  schools 
a  strident  was  renui-ed  to  read  one  book,  now  it  ic  many.  The  need  fa* 
better  and  faster  reading  la  paramount. 

The  matter  of  readme  improvement  has  been  an-moached  scientifically  in 
schools  that  have  adopted  Remedial  Readine  and  Conrorehension  as  a  part  of 
their  curriculum.  One  of  the  machines  used  in  such  courses  is  the  Oohtal- 
mpera*m.  This  is  a  machine  that  checks  the  eyes  as  they  move  while  reading. 
In  usine  this  machine  a  naraara^h  is  read  and  the  eyes  are  photographed  as 
they  read,  recording  the  fixations  the  eyes  make  on  35mm  film.  The  camera 
photographs  the  cornea  of  the  eye  and  records  each  movement  as  the  eye 
crosses  the  naee.  From  the  number  of  fixations  and  oth-r  factors  it  can 
be  determined  how  many  words  a  minute  the  student  reads.  Daring  the  C"mrse 
the  student  is  checked  several  times  with  this  machine  and  the  factors 
known  are  the  number  of  ey*>  stops  or  firaf  ons,  the  averse  sran  of 
recognitions,  the  readine  rate  and  thus  the  readme  speed. 

Another  mac  ine  for  use  in  readme  is  the  Tachistoscope.  a  slide 
projector  eoniooed  w^'h  a  special  ^ens*  wich  nernita  projection  of  a 
nicture  for  a  fraction  of  a  second.   On  each  slide  which  appears  is 
a  number  of  five  to  seven  digits.  As  the  number  flashes  on  the  screen 
for  an  instant  the  student  strives  to  erasr,  all  the  digits  so  they  can 
be  reirierbe-ed.  The  benefits  derived  from  this  mac'  ine  by  the  student 
increase  the  utiliza+i  on  of  ttie  peripheral  vision  (score  of  recognit- 
ion) with  a  resulting  decrease  in  the  time  he  must  look  at  a  -on!  in 
o^der  to  erasr,  its  meaning.  We  call  this  the  "Fixation  period".  Part  of 
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tbe  key  to  fasten  rean'tn?  is  a  s'  ort  fivatior  ^er-*od  befo  e  moving 
to  the  nevt  vo-xl. 

An  additional  machine  use  In  reader)?   imorovement  is  the  Reading  Rate 
Controller  wvich  is  used  extensively  in  the  readine  laboratory.  It  is  a 
simole  machine  an^  one  Is  orovided  for  each  student  to  study  with.  In 
the  machine  is  placed  a  single  nage  from  a  no^mal-pized  book.  As  one 
reads  a  sliding  panel  begins  to  descend  downward  to  motivate  the  student 
to  reade*  faster  to  stay  ahead  of  the  sliding  oanel  and  not  egress.  The 
obiect  is  to  keen  ahead  of  the  sliding  oanel  and  thus  practice  reading 
faster.  This  mac  ine  ue"!os  to  increase  the  soan  of  recognition,  el  eman- 
ate regressions  (becau-e  the  sliding  oanel  orevents  the  student  from 
going  back  to  rea^  a  sentence  twice),  to  Assist  the  student  in  decreasing 
his  fixations  time  and  let  the  student  ktr>-»   his  rane  of  orog>-ecs  in 

readi  ng« 

A  cou-se  in  Remedial  Reaiing  an''  Comnrehensi on  where  these  machines 
are  used  to  test  the  orogress  and  increase  the  speed  of  the  stu  7ent  is 
beinf  taught  in  th°  US  Aiwiy  Information  School  in  Fort  Slocum,   New 
York.     Startling  resul+s  H-ve  been  seen  by  those  who   +ake  the  course, 
and  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon  for  tho^e  who  take  the  course  to  find 
that  after  twenty  lessons  the  reading  rate  has  increased  from  perhaps 
four  hundred  words  oer  mi  mite  to  over  ->ne  "housand  words  o°r  minute, 
with  even  better  comorehension  and  retention  than  at  the  slower  rate. 
Not  only  in  the  US  A-my  Information  School-   b«t  inmany  colleges  and 
universities  such  a  course  is  being  offered,   although  from  the  writer's 
exoerience  none  is  better  equipped  fan  the  Information  School. 
It  is  most  important  to  ooint  out  that  students  taking  suc>-  courses 


-It- 

can  easily  learn  to  read  with  greater  sneed,    increased  understanding 
an*  with  heightened  -esoonsivenss  and  an  ow-all  efficiency  that  is 
hardly  believable. 

Despite  the  challenges  we  h*ve  ir   M,r  modem  world  from  the  movies, 
television  and  radio,   there  is  no  doubt  that  reading  is  h^re  to  stay. 
Our  society  is  a  reading  society  in  which  enormous  quantities  of  reading 
matter  a-e  consumed.     Americans  r-ead  newspapers,  magasines,   books,   trade 
oap^rs,   form*,    stories,   biography,     i story,    travel   posters,    science  and 
how-to-do-it  books  *o  mention  only  a  few  tynes.     From  readw  Material 
oeople  fain  mnc1-  of  their  basis  for  t^eir  way  of  ^ife  and  habits.  T«Je  read 
to  acouire  knowledge,    to  achieve  recreation  or  emotional  stimulation,    and 
+-o  build  attitudes  an*  solve  problems. 

More  reading  is  done  today  than  ever  b°fo-e  despite  othe-  media  of 
learning  and  informing  oneself.     It  may  not  be  a  good  sign  that  comic 
books  se"1!  at  the  rate  of  about  seventy  million  cooies  a  month.   On  the 
other  hand  more  worth-wM 1 e  books  and  reading  is  being  circulated  in 
much  larger  nuantities  than  eve-  before.     Boov  clubs  and  and  printing 
of  inexpensive  paper-bound  editions  have  brought  the  sa"ies  of  better 
literature  +o  a  tremendous  outnut.     The  combined  circulation  of  all 
raapaaines  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  is  now  mo-e  than  one  hundred 
seventy  million  copies  ner  issue  and  in  the  two  countries  combined 
many  mara-ines  r-n  mo^e  than  amitVon  coos-"  o»r  i^sue. 

As  compared  to  movies,    radio  and  television,   reading  has  certain 
advantages.       Instead  of  hav'ng  to  choose  from  a  limited  variety  of 

material   offered  at  a  piven  time  by  soonso^s  and  advertisers  or  from 
the  currently  available  movies,    '"        ■  adei   can  select  frcrr  ihe  finest 
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s  of  his  ape  or  the  o?st  at  will.     He  can  -^ead  in  almost  any 
place  at  the  fine  of  his  own  c^onsinp  and  convenience.  He  can  sto1"*  for 
an  intermiPSTon  when  '  e  desires,   nause,    re-read  as  he  -nleas-s.     The 
flexibility  of  refine  insm-es  its  continuing  value  both  for  education 
an''  s^eer  en.ioyment. 

The  advantages  of  poo^  reading  ^n-5  ^ea^inc  nroperly  can  he  had  by 
most  anyone.      Skillful  rea  'ins  an-*  pood  sch-^arshin  po  hand  in  'and.    Good 

ents  are  usually  pood  refers  and  it  has  been  proven  that  those  who 
are  poo^  readers  tend  to  ach'eve  in  cene^al  more  success  in  life.     There 
is  more  ioy  in  life  for  the  pool  reader.     To  read  easily  and  with  ^ood 
oomrrehension  about  the  ere  at  events  of   the  ^ast,   the  discovery  of  America. 
as  an  example  or  the  invention  ->.f  the  a-\rnlane,   the  solittine  of  the  atom, 
is  to"rub  elbows"  with  kines  and  nr  rices,   presidents  an^  kings,   the  scientist 
and  er^lo-rer  and  is  indeed  a  ra^e  experience. 

Good  rea^inp  he"!ns  one  to  become  the  n^rs'ins  he  wishes  to  become;  well 
adjusted,   socially  liked,  well  informed  and  ^re  intere-tine  to  those  a^  ut 
h-'m.     Thr^uph  extensive  reft'Hne  of  books  *nd  mapa7.ines  as  well  as  the 
daily  newsra^er  we  can  evtend  our  Interests  and   ;morove  our  abilities. 
"re  can  maste--  skills,    acquire  ne-  habits  an^  in  many  ways  attain  success- 
ful living.     Wa  can  "learn  to  understand  others  better  anrl  to  get  along 
with  people.     Because  we  are  all  human,  we  desire  social  recopnit^on  and 
the  approval  of  others,   especially  those  ^e  meet  every  day.  We  will  likely 
win  mo-e  resneet  an^  friendship  if  we  are  well  read,   for  it  has  been 
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proven  that  those  Wio  r°ad  much  and  well  are  the  most  interesting  ^eo^le 
to  be  a-roiirr1.     In  a  real  sense  the  man  of  distinction  is  a.  --ell-read 
person  T.Th"->-ever  he  is.     One  of  our  greatest  educators  h-s  said  that 
the  four  erreat  master  builders  of  our  nation,   Hariri1  ton,    Jefferson.    Adams 
and  Madison  were  probably  some  of  the  most  widely  read  men  of  t"    ir  age, 
T^ere  is  no  question  that  our  nation  received  much  from  their  guidance. 

One  of  the  greatest  modern  nhysicians  was  Sir  ¥i"i"Ham  Osier,   a  teacher 
in  Johns  H^nkins  Medical  School.  Many  of  the  outstanding  texts  used  by 
doctors  today  were  written  by  him  and  many  of  our  f?ood  osysic^ans  were 
his  students.     Sir  Gsler  was  also  noted  for  a  broad  education  and  inter- 
est in  many  fields  besides  medicine,    for  he  was  a  very  cultu^d  man.  He 
was  interested  in  what,  men  h=ve  done  through  the  aeres.   He  had  a  busy 
schedule  as  a  specialist  and  research  doc+^r.   Th^re  "as  rea^y  no  time 
in  his  twenty-four  hour  sched-le  of  T-'ork  that  he  could   rail  '■"is  o^n 
except  for  a  few  hours  of  slee^.   meals  ->n-"  '  odily  functions.     However, 
in  his  lifetime  he  devoted  each  even-in?  a  oua-ter  of  hour  to  reading, 
a  hbit  he  never  broke.   It  is  estimated  that  in  this  way  he  read  lib- 
raries full  of  books.     He  became  an  aut' ority  on  many  subjects.   Inter- 
estingly  eno'^h  h°re  was  a  man  who  answered  the  oue=t  ion  "Ho^e  can  I 
find  tine    to  re"d?".  Hi-  ability  to  read  rapidly  and  comprehend  cruickly 
were  foremost  factors  in  this-  achievement. 

The  aim  of  this  nan  r  is  to  show  how  the  United  Sta+es  ATvy  Chaplain 
can  learn  to  read  faster  and  better  and  profit  from  it.     Anyone  -ho  kno-s 
the  ryrofess-on  of  the  A- my  Cha^ain  kno--s  he  is  a  very  busy  man.   Fe" 
Char-.-te  in?  can  realty  say  that  they  ev^r  finl"h  their  "ork.   The  n^r^onnel 
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of  the  Chaolain's  Unit  demand  time  for  counsel1  in?.     Sermons  and  services 
must  be  orepared.    Character  Guidance  periods  of  instruction  must  be 
prepared  and  presented  .    as  often  as  twenty- five  times  a  month  for  some 
Chaplains.     Fe  Is  exoected  to  attend  functions  held  by  the  Commanding 
Officer  an^  by  c^'vic  and  military  organi"ations  and  to  car-^y  on  in  doyens 
of  da-'ly  activities  which  leave  him  practically  no  t^'me.     He  finds  little 
time  for  personal  enrichment  in  read-'ng  alt'  o"gh  he  may  oromise  himself 
^e  will  take  time  out  for  this  and  with  good  intention  bu*y  a  best  seller 
book.     All  too  often  he  never  finds  the  time  to  read  with  too  many  urgent 
emergency  calls, 

T  e  matter  of  time  i^  such  an  important  element  -inthe  ChapTa1n,s 
schedule.   If  he  takes  up  the  d?n"iy  newsnaoer  it  demands  time  to  read  it. 
The  prose  of  some  of  our  larger  Sunday  editions  a-M  n.n  to  s^me  eight  million 
vo-^ds  evclusive  of  the  advertising  mater-isi.     A  weekly  iouraal  may  h^ve  Teil 
over  one  hundred  thousand  words  and  a  rrofrss-'onal  magazine  anoroximateTy 
fifty  thousand  wo^ds.     T"re  could  not  eyp»ct  anyone  to  read  ev^ry  bit  of 
material  in  the^e  publications  but  the  Chaplain  must  read  a  great  deal 
tn  be  a  -ell-informed  spiritual  leader  and  military  officer. 

It  is  armarent  if  the  CharHain  could  T>ead  faster  and  with  more  co^n- 
■re'-ension  he  would  do  more  reading  and  have  time  left  for  other  -ctivities. 
Even  an  firmy  Regulat-ion,  which  Is   "ome  cases,    according  to  the  subject 
matter,  must  be  read  by  the  Chaplain     takes  a  t-^emendous  amoun'    of  t^me 
and  rehires  a  great  d^al  ->f  background  an-*  skill  for  flro^^r  understating. 

Th°  average  hook  varies  in  "'ength  from  si-ty  thousand  to  one     undred 
thousand  words.     In  one  year  t^entv  such  books  can  be  read  by  the  ave-age 
reader  in   iust  fifteen  rrrnutues  a  day.      Bit  the  average  re- son  has  a 
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p-reater  potential  than  t^at.     Studies  in  the  fisld  of  reading  impwrrvempnt 
shorT  that  no  matter  how  well  our  reading  is  at  oresent  --'e  could   -"mparnve  it 
greatly,   increase  the  speed  by  doubling  it  and  im-oprove  comprehension  ~nd 
retention.      Sometime  apo  a  prouo  of  professional  men  increased  comorehen- 
sion  from  sev^nty-ope  to  seventy-two  o=  -rcent  and  the  speed  -from  tm  hundred 
fifty  to  four  hundred  twenty  *"ive  wo^^s  a  m'nat  e  in  a  few  Wessons.   Officers 
w^o  attended  a  course  in  Pemedial  Re^dinp  offered  in  the  US  Amy  Infomat- 
ion  School  have  increased  in  rabidity  from  about  th-ee  hundred  fifty  ™ords 
to  ove1"  one  thousand  wo^ds  per  minute. 

we  are  in  a  period  of  emnhasis  on  career  management  for  the  Army  Chaplains 
in  the  United  States  Amy.     Those  who  have  productive  yea~s  ahead  of  then 

an-i  have  shown  possibilities  are  beinp   -ent  to  schobls  for  the  very  best 

■ 
tra'nine  to  onepare  themselves  for  leadership  in  any  situation  they  may 

be  call Rd  to  serve  in  in  future  ysars.     It  is  possible  for  the  Ch^ain 

to  attend  t'-ree  different  courses  as  the  US  Army  Chaplain  Sc '  ool  in 

Fort  Slocum,  New  "or1'.     T      first  course  is   Hie  basic  eonrse,   two  months 

in  ^n rat"5 on;    the  second,    the  Co^oa^y  Office--  Grade  Course,    twefcve  weeks 

in  duration  sn^  the  third,    the  Advanced     ou--se,of  seventeen  -'eeks  duration 

A  eaar8e  in  Remedial  Readinp  offe-ed  in  any  of  these  courses  would  make 

the  Chaplain  more  effective  by  far,   not  onfy  as  a  student  pursuing  his 

courses  but  on  the  field  in  his  daily  endeavors.     It  is  noted  that  there 

is  no  age  "limit  barrier  to  learning  to  re=d  better.   The  older,   more 

mature  Chaplains  of  the  Advanced  Course  c>uld  profit  as  well   as  the  younger 

ones  w* o  attend  the  Basic  Courses. 

The  Army  Chaplain,   in  order  to  be  a  spiritual  leader  who  can  motiva+e 

his  Peo-le,must  be  a  pood  reader.   The  average  Gha-lain  is  far  too  limited 
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in  his  reading  material,   largely  because  he  lacks  time.     He  nees  to 

deve^o^  a  balanced  reacMnf  urogram,    rearing  a  variety  of  boovs, 

maga-ine  articles  and  Newspao<=rs  on  a  variety  of  subjects.     He  nee^s 

to  read  more  in  his  professional  field  to  find  spiritual  enrichment 

and  ero^th.     Here  are  some  of  the  g^als  that  could  be  realised  in  a 

Course  in  Remedial  Reading  and  Comprehension: 

Read  for  a  "iinose  and  adapt  that  purpose  to  reading. 

Read  faster  and  without  loss  of  comprehension. 

Learn  to  skim  for  general  iaoressi  on  or  specific  facts. 

To  find  rraickly  t*e  main  idea. 

To  do  careful  reading  at  time  for  understanding  and  recall. 

To  evaluate  quickly  w>>at  is  oeing  read. 

To  learn  to  ar  reciate  more  kinds  of  creative  reading. 
To  build  and  improve  the  vocabulary. 
To  learn  to  locate  and  use  reading  materials. 

The  United  States  A-my  Chaplain  School  and  the  United  States  Army 
Information  School  a^e  both  presently  located  on  the  same  site  at 
Fort  Slocum,   New  York.     Th<?   ^rmy  Information  School  is  offering  courses 
in  this  field  to  its  students.     The  course  consists  of  twenty-one  hours 
of  work  in  the  reading  loboratory.     The  school     as  the  necessary  eouip- 
ment  to  teach  student  Chaplains  of  any  grade  or  level. 

The  Army  Chaplain  has  no  Opportunity  at  any  othe-   place  or  time 
to  enroll  in  such  a  course.   Several  years  usually  Intervene  between 
his  three  courses  at  the  Chaplain  School.      Courses  at  the   Chaplain 
School  are  accelerated  and  much  reading  is  requi-ed.     To  ad^  a  course 
in  tha  cnrricullffl  that  would  aid  him  in  reading  faster  and  better  wo  id 
result  in  immediate  increased  efficiency  in  the  courses  in   school  and 
p:ove  of  untold  value  to  the  Chaplain  on  hi*  return  to  his  assignment. 
In  short  it  w-^ild  make  him  a  mo^e  efficient  Chaplain. 
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Th^refore,   since  mo^-e  than  an  adequate  jnstifi cation  has  been 
■presented  for  the  addition  of  a  co^se  ^n  Remedial   Reading  and 
Comprehension  at  the  US  Ar^y  Chanlsin  School,    it  ia  reco-rienied 
that  considerations  be  Hven  for  its  acconro"H  Rbm°nt. 
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